
 

SUPERINTENDENT SUPERINTENDENT SUPERINTENDENT ---   Bill WelchBill WelchBill Welch   
 During our Alaska Missions Banquet at District Council, we presented a faith vision for Alaska.  I 
would like to take the opportunity to recap and expound briefly upon THE ALASKA MISSIONS JOURNEY. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is:  ADVANCING THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN EVERY      
REGION OF ALASKA .  In March, I traveled to Ft. Yukon.  While flying over the Yukon Flats, I sensed a 
calling in my spirit for the Alaska Assemblies of God to make every effort to proactively advance the King-

dom of God in every region of our State.  The same thing occurred just a few days ago as Missionary Odis Ganey and I were 
flying over the Central Bering Sea making our way to St. Paul Island.  The geographic regions of Alaska cover approximately 
570,000 square miles or 365 million acres.  Alaska is more than two times the size of Texas and one fifth the size of the entire 
Lower 48 combined.  In the natural, it seems to be an impossible task to advance the Kingdom of God in every region of 
Alaska, but with God’s help, all things are possible. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: PEOPLE SAVED AND DISCIPLES MADE .  Christ made clear our Great Com-
mission: Preach the Good News, baptize everyone, and make disciples by teaching them the things Christ taught.  The mission 
to “Go” is unambiguous.  The apostolic mandate transcends the generations until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: NECESSARY RESOURCES AND ENCOURAGEMENT PROVIDED.  Human 
resources are a very important component of this journey.   The World Bank defines human resources as, “The total quantity 
and quality of human effort available to produce goods and services. The muscle power and brain power of human beings. Hu-
man resources can be viewed as consisting of raw labor- determined mostly by the number of people in a country's labor force- 
combined with human capital.”  Jesus saw human resources as key to fulfill the missional journey.  He said, “Pray that the 
Lord of the harvest will send workers into the harvest.”  Christ also promised the 
Power of the Holy Spirit so that we might be His witnesses to the ends of the earth.  
We need human resources who are empowered by the Holy Spirit and spread all 
across our great State.  It is our District’s responsibility to give of ourselves in the 
area of time, talent, and finances.  We need one another to provide encouragement 
and prayer support for the journey – so, we will not become weary in well doing.  
I’m praying for “boots” on the ground who are empowered by the Holy Spirit and 
encouraged by their fellow brothers and sisters. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: THE MINISTRY HUBS OF ALASKA 
STRENGTHENED.  The hubs of Alaska are strategic to the regions which they 
serve.  Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau are very important to our State.  However, 
there are other key hubs that are vital to their region; Bethel, Nome, Kotzebue, and 
Barrow.  There are smaller local hubs as well.  It can be said, “As the hubs go, so go 
the towns and villages that they serve.”  Spiritually strong and vibrant fruitful minis-
try in these hub locations will help us strengthen the regions and areas they serve. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINING 
THROUGHOUT VILLAGES, RURAL COMMUNITIES, AND CITIES .  When 
I became Superintendent, someone said to me, “Please don’t forget about the       
villages.”  I vow to you not to forget about the villages.  But, I also realize that every 
community in Alaska needs our attention and prayer.  Jesus has challenged us to be 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  My prayer is that the Alaska Assem-
blies of God will be salt and light to the North Land. 
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: TRAINING AND EQUIPPING          
FUTURE ALASKAN LEADERS.  Alaska is made up of a diverse group of people.   

continued on page 2 
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ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT ---   Gary MortonGary MortonGary Morton    
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continued from page 1 
 

Alaska Natives make up about 16% of the total Alaska population, including more than 200 rural communities, 11 distinct 
cultures and languages, speaking 22 different dialects;  Aluet, Alutiiq, Athabascan, Yupik, Cupik, Inupiaq, St. Lawrence Island 
Yupik, Tlingit, Haida, Eyak, and Tsimshian.  Alaska is also made up of Hispanic, Asian, Slavic, Samoan, African, and many 
others.  Every people group should be our target for training and equipping future Alaskan leaders.  Our District School of 
Ministry (AKSOM) and our Assemblies of God churches are the key to help us train future Alaskan leaders and release them 
for ministry.  We will have our best Kingdom impact when the Alaska Assemblies of God has representatives from every 
tribe, tongue, and nation reaching their people for the glory of God.  
 The Alaska Missions Journey is: STRATEGIC CHURCH PLANTING AND CHURCH REVITALIZATION .  
Church planting is a New Testament principle and will promote church growth.  I believe church planting is the quickest way 
to advance the Kingdom of God.  New churches have a tendency to reach more people for Christ per church member than 
older, more established churches.  Not only are new churches a very effective way of reaching people for Christ, new churches 
tend to reach people that existing churches cannot.  Church revitalization is necessary as well.  I believe in order for us to be 
successful in this missions journey, we need stronger churches to come along side those that are struggling and breathe new 
life into their existence.   
 I’m excited about the future.  This is a great hour to be serving the Lord.  The Alaska Assemblies of God has become 
the Church it is today because of the labor of love and sacrifices of those who have gone before us.  However, the job is not 
finished.  There is still a work to be done.  Our future is bright.  The Journey that lies ahead is filled with hope and promise.  
I’m asking all of you to come along in faith, as we commit ourselves to The Alaska Missions Journey!  
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SECRETARY SECRETARY SECRETARY ---   J D DuncanJ D DuncanJ D Duncan                       
 

             These are a few of my favorite things 
  

Every pastor has a box of his favorite ministry tools.  The following have served me and others well. 
  

1. Read, read and read some more.  This week it was Mark 13 on Monday, Proverbs 22 on Tues-
day, and Hosea 10 on Wednesday.  Be marinated in the Word.  Other favorite writers over the years include Bob Gass,  
Lars Whilhelmsson, Lynn Anderson, Strack, Alcorn and Wright.  I enjoy supplemental reading of pastors like Piper, 
Cordeiro, Cymbala and Batterson.  There is no such thing as too much reading. 
  
2. Listen.  Make sure your ears are tuned to what God is saying.  God is verbal in many ways.  Our prayer life is a 
great time to hear. 
  
3. Network.  God will always use other people to help you reach your community.  I am getting ready for a God and 
Country rally that the local VFW helps finance.  Networking and cross-pollinating are two of my best tools and I can’t 
live without them. 
  
4. Retreat/Camping.  Retreating is a great tool to help you plan and strategize.  Camp ministry in general is a great all
-church tool.  Many churches use camp as an extension of summer ministry.  Make sure that young kids can’t use    
finances as an excuse to avoid camp.  We plan with fund raising to help supplement the price of camp. 
  
5. Spouse.  I rely on my wife’s input tremendously.  Even if she were not called to be a fellow minister, I would still 
ask her, “Honey how did I do today?”  Some of you think that is dangerous, but I think it is even more fearful to not 
ask.   My spouse needs to know I value her opinion.  Truth be told, she can hold her own when it comes to preaching.  I 
spent three months at the home of Pastor Peretti.  Every Sunday afternoon, conversation at the dinner table was punctu-
ated by accolades from his family for the morning message.  Amazing how good the meal tasted when seasoned with 
affirmation.  Every pastor needs to be encouraged.  You also need people who love you and will speak the truth. 
  
This is not a complete list, but just a few things that make my toolbox complete. 

TREASURER TREASURER TREASURER ---   Jack AikenJack AikenJack Aiken   
 
I have found on-line auctions to be an excellent way to add to my collection of rare and out-of-
print books. I read the descriptions carefully and examine the pictures in detail to make sure the 
item is exactly what it is represented to be. When I win, after several weeks in the mail, the long-
awaited package arrives. I eagerly tear into it, only to find that some-

times the item has been misrepresented. In my disappointment I wonder, “Can anyone 
be trusted?” 
   Many of us are victims of false advertizing in the marketplace, but our great-
est disappointments are with people who turn out to be different than we first thought.  
A friend may betray us; the one we married may have flaws we never suspected;  a 
business partner may betray our trust. “Can anyone be trusted?” 
 There is good news. There is One who never changes and can always be 
trusted. Jesus is, and always will be, exactly what God’s Word declares Him to be. He always loves, He always 
cares, and He is always with us wherever we go, regardless of the circumstances we face. 
 Many of us have suffered financial reverses in the past year or so, and it is our natural bent to entertain 
doubts about our future and the future of our churches. Despite our doubts and fears, God is always true to His 
word, and He cannot change and He cannot lie. His grace (His unceasing work on our behalf) is sufficient for 
every situation. We serve a God we can trust absolutely. 
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CREDENTIALING CREDENTIALING CREDENTIALING    
ASSISTANT,ASSISTANT,ASSISTANT,   

Melanya BergMelanya BergMelanya Berg   The Alaska District School of Ministry is 
experiencing good growth and is being 

blessed by God. Students have expressed appreciation for 
both the process and the courses. You can listen to a short 
video of student endorsement by going to: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AuvpFDK-rHc. 
 
At the present time, AKSOM has six established venues of 
teaching: four along the road system, one in Southeast Alaska, 
and one in the Yukon Delta. Two more venue locations are 
being developed for the Fall. Dillingham and Kotzebue have 
expressed a desire to begin offering AKSOM courses to    
potential students at their locations. 
 
Beginning this Fall, all three levels of credentialing courses 
will be offered as well as a new tract of study called Christian 
Enrichment. The Christian Enrichment track is designed for 
those who do not necessarily desire credentials, but who wish 
to increase their biblical and theological knowledge. 
 
Students may enroll now for Fall and are encouraged to do so.   
Applications, Course Enrollment Forms, Catalogs, and a host 
of other information can be obtained by visiting the Alaska 
District Website: www.alaskaag.org. 
 

Yesterday, I watched my lovely daughter, 
Jolene, walk across the UAA platform to receive 
her BA certificate in Psychology. As a mother I 
have a few bragging rights, so I will also say she 
graduated magna cum laude, which is Latin for 
with high honor.  Jolene has never been a stu-
dent to whom things come easily; therefore, she 
has learned the value of studying with diligence 
and learning exactly what it is the professors 
want from her. With these two tools in her aca-
demic pocket her next educational step consists 
of, bewildering to me, research which includes 
rats! 
 
On the way home from the UAA graduation, I 
decided I want to have a degree, wear the cap 
and gown, walk across the platform, and shake 
the hands of learned scholars. I announced to 
my husband, “I’m going back to school!” He real-
istically reminded me, “You have to study hard, 
attend classes and take tests.” I’m currently   
rethinking that impulsive declaration. 
 
The credentialing service at District Council is 
always an inspiring event. Often we feel          
motivated to finish up those last few courses laid 
aside or sign up for classes required for the next 
level of credentialing. Some have already     
completed the education requirements and only 
need to do the paperwork to complete the    
process.  For others, the call has just recently 
taken root, and they are weighing the cost of the 
sacrifice. 
 
I would like to encourage those of you who are 
considering an AG credential to diligently pursue 
the needed requirements as you seek to find out 
exactly what it is the Lord would have you do in 
this area. And, with due process, the reward 
magna cum laude will be God’s. 
 
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly 
to them, so that everyone may see your pro-
gress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Per-
severe in them, because if you do, you will save 
both yourself and your hearers. 1 Timothy 4:15 
NIV 

Lattis Campbell, 
Director 
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District Council was a time of refreshing and excitement as the 
women gathered  to build one another up.  A great “Thank you” 
to all you ladies who contributed gift cards and also the House-
hold monies for our returning Missionaries!  You are all awe-
some! You blessed many! We have pledged $300 to the Fort 
Yukon project and are looking for more opportunities to bless our 
Pastor’s and Missionaries. Your financial assistance enables us 
to do so. 
 
The “Fresh Anointing” gathering on Thursday, was provided for 
all women to attend. It was a great time of fellowship designed 
similar to a talk show. The guest panel was comprised up of 
Judy Ballweber, Dianne Woods, Shelley Hollis, Joni Middleton 
and Sarah Jump.  It was a powerful and fun time of discussion 
and insight over cups of Java. As Renee Duncan was opening 
the discussion time, she accidentally slurred the words “Java and 
Jesus” and it came out “Jiva”.  Dianne who is always quick on 
the draw declared it to be the definition of “Jesus Divas”. This 
has now become a buzz word!  Be looking for upcoming items 
and discussions about that! The fellowship time closed out with 
individual prayer opportunities for all present and many were 
blessed by the new design. One young Adult even declared it to 
be “like free therapy”.  Kudo’s to the crew of First Assembly of 

God, Pamela Leist and Charee Davis along with Aubrey Welch 
from the District Office for their wonderful hosting. You made it a 
success. Pictures available on www.akwomenunlimited.com 
 

This year, the Women’s Department changed up a few things 
and introduced the first Credentialed Women’s Luncheon. The 
Luncheon was held at the home of Connie Seekins in Fairbanks, 
and she provided a delightful and tasty lunch for the participants. 
There were over 30 women present at the meeting. There is 
great anticipation for the next gathering of AKWU Women of 
Worth – to build up, encourage, and have fun as a group of 
women whom have chosen to minister with credentials. 
 

UPCOMING NEWS: 
 

-November 5-7    “Elevate” conference with Naomi Dowdy at 
First A/G Anchorage. This conference is sponsored by AKWU 
but is open to anyone who wishes to attend.  More information to 
come. 
 

-January 21-23    “Warrior Bride- Alaska” at Wasilla A/G. This will 
be the third state to host Warrior Bride and it is gaining momen-
tum. This conference is to assist God’s women to walk in a 
deeper, bolder relationship, and service for the Lord. It will be a 
intense and Holy Spirit time.  This is designed for women who 
already have a relationship with Christ. 
 

-February 4-21   “Spice it Up” World Reach Women’s mission trip 
to Eurasia. We will be assisting our missionaries Shelly Hollis, 
Jackie Talent, and Joni Middleton in their place of ministry. 
  

Please contact : Renee Duncan PO Box 646, Soldotna, AK 
99669  or 907-262-7416 for the trip application package. 

Renee Duncan,  
Director 

AK Men’s Network: Men On Target for Christ 
One of the defining moments for many godly men involves the opportunity to do a mission trip.  We have two that I would like to 
offer to our AK Men’s Network. 
  

Fort Yukon Church Project 
We are collaborating with Otis Ganey and Pastor Jeremiah Niemuth to reconstruct the flooring in the church.  Fort Yukon is one of 
our older congregations and sites.  It has been pastored by some very influential shepherds including Mildred Badten in 1942, Ken 
Andrus, Roy Randall, John Covlasky, A. W. Glandon, Paul Bills, Dale Umphrey, Pat Donadio, Arlice Roberts, and others.   
Dates:  July 20- 25, 2009.  Leave room for possible river travel. 
 
Price: (includes airfare and food) FBKS R/T  $425; ANCH R/T $625. 
We may also have boats available to depart Circle on July 19.  This would lower the price by $175.  Plowing the Yukon River is a 
great experience.  Accommodations will be the church floor and your sleeping bag.  Limited to 8-10 spaces. 
  

Darhan Mongolia Project 
Our overseas project is to work with Missionary, Jim Stem, in the northern Mongol city of Darhan.  This city of 75,000, Mongo-
lia’s second largest (Ulan Bator, 750,000) is a busy gateway community to Lake Baikal and Siberia.  The church is doing some 
major renovations to their newly acquired ministry center and the local orphanage.  Last time I was there, we painted the ministry 
center and worked to bring electricity back on at the orphanage. 
Ministry: includes teaching, preaching, outreaches into the steppes, clinics, orphanage and of course lots of construction especially 
plumbing. 
Dates: September 25-October 6, 2009. 
Price from Anchorage to Ulan Bator roundtrip estimated to be $2,300.  This includes rt train on the Siberian Express from UB to 
Darhan and lodging at the Kiwi Darhan Hotel plus meals.  Limited to 25 workers. 
  
If you are interested in either trip, e-mail me at pencc@alaska.net 

JD Duncan 
Interim Men’s Network Director 
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Encouragement for  
the Journey 

We  Remember 

Tuesday Night 
Anointing Service 

Wednesday Night 
Mission’s Service 

Alaska Missions  
Journey Banquet 

Thursday Night 
Credential Service 

Thank you to Lattis & Sharlotte 
Campbell for taking and  

submitting Council photos. 
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Ciulisoe Savini 
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Thank you to  
Kathy Cooper  

for taking and submitting  
Credential Night pictures. 


